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How Do I Climb the ‘Wall’ of Choices?
A wide selection of wall materials helps you build the perfect barn for your style, needs and budget.
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FCP DuraBarn™ plastic lumber wall 
material is virtually maintenance-free.

Titan II™ offers the strength 
of steel on the stall interior 
and the beauty of wood on 
the wall exterior.

TimberLine™ wood tongue 
and groove walls offer the 
warmth and beauty of wood.

Titan™ solid wall modular barns are attractive, functional 
and cost effective.

When choosing a wall for your barn, 
you might feel like “How do I climb the 
wall of choices?” There are many barn 
wall material types available to meet 
your individual style, needs and budget.  
Options range from traditional wood to 
innovative plastic lumber and composite 
materials.  There are so many options that 
making the decision can be overwhelming.  
   In order to obtain objective information 
about the options available, you must do 
a little independent research.  Talk to 
experts,  look at neighbors’ barns and get 
input from them as to what works.  
   Most barn companies only manufacture 
barns that utilize one or two wall types 
and naturally tout these as the best.  FCP, 
Inc. is the only barn company that manufactures 
barns with all the quality material types.  “We 
understand the differences of each wall 
type as they relate to structure, maintenance 
and aesthetics,” says Greyson Channing, 
FCP Director of Sales.  “This allows FCP 
to be objective in designing the perfect 
barn that will be a reflection of your 
personal style,” adds Channing.

 Wall Materials, Pros and Cons:
   Barns have traditionally been manufac-
tured using wood in either a Pole Barn or 
Wood Frame structure.  All-wood barns 
offer an attractive appearance with the 
ultimate ability to customize. However, 
they typically demand the most time and 
expense in design and engineering. They 
also generally have the highest initial and 
ongoing maintenance costs.  
    Solid wall modular barns are most 

commonly constructed with steel on the 
exterior and interior walls, with the option of 
tongue-and-groove (T&G), T111 plywood, 
or textured panel materials on the exterior 
walls.  These solid wall barns boast the 
strength of steel and a kick-through warranty.  
In addition, they are chew-proof, have a 
zero-percent fire spread rating, are low-
maintenance and a good value in terms of 
cost and durability. 
   Tongue & Groove Stack Walls are 
manufactured with premium quality 2x6 
wood stacked between steel channels.  
These walls are attractive, allow for easy 
replacement of damaged boards and the 
initial cost is competitive.  There is an 
additional cost to stain and seal boards 
after installation and boards will require 
resealing as frequently as every 18 months 
depending on location.  Stack walls do 
not meet fire code requirements in certain 
areas.  
   Plastic lumber stack wall barns are 
constructed much like T&G walls but 
with virtually maintenance-free plastic 
boards.  They are guaranteed to last 50 

years and require no 
sanding, painting, seal-
ing or staining.  Plastic 
lumber is impervious 
to moisture, insects and 
the acids contained in 
animal waste.  It resists 
splintering, chipping and 
rotting, and is made from 
recycled resources.  The 
initial cost is higher than 

T&G, but the lower mainte-
nance costs provide payback 
within a few years. 
   The traditional, pre-engineered 
Metal building uses metal 
sheeting for walls.  This is a 
low-cost approach for a fully-
enclosed building.  While the 
surface maintenance costs 
are low, it can dent and bend 
easily and has weak wall 
strength unless supplemental 
stall walls are used.
   Finally, Concrete walls are 
constructed using cinder blocks 

or tilt-up concrete structures. Used only 
for unique situations, they can be expensive.  
Concrete walls are very strong and keep the 
stall cooler, but the lack of flexibility can be 
dangerous to animals. 

  
 

 You Have A Choice
Ultimately, the decision on which wall 
you will choose for your barn should be 
based on individual needs and must take 
into consideration the advantages and 
disadvantages of each type as they apply 
to your unique situation.  Only after careful 
research and consideration can the best 
choice be made from the wide range of 
options available.  You will enjoy your 
new barn for years to come knowing you 
made the right choice for your horses. u

To learn more about selecting the best wall 
material, call an FCP Design Consultant at 
1-800-807-2276 or visit:
www.FCPBuildings.com 


